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Abstract

This study tackles Iragi theses and dissertations that specialize in
the generative-transformational theory. Through this study, it is
aimed to explore polarization between traditional and modern
approaches to the study of language. The traditional is represented
by the Arabic linguistic heritage, especially grammar, and the
modern is represented by the generative-transformational theory,
which is a controversial from which many researchers in this field
are not immune. In this regard, researchers are divided into
groups, some favor Arabic grammar while others support
generative theory. Such studies remain attempts stem from
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reactions of the newcomer (generative linguistics) - regardless of
their directions - and are characterized by the victory of one camp
at the expense of another. These practices are far from scientific
inquiry. However, another group of researchers attempted to
compare the Arabic and generative systems, but their attempts
sometimes led to reconciliation and compatibility between them,
focusing only on the similarities. However, these attempts can
also be considered reactions, but to a lesser extent. Concerning
the last group, they deal with the two systems without neglecting
the differences between them, and consider them within their
cognitive, historical and cultural context, the circumstances in
which each of them appeared, and the requirements and
objectives that necessitated their existence.

The primary focus in the current study is that it is claimed that
Chomsky is the pioneer of the transformational generative theory,
influenced by Arabic grammar. This has been mentioned in some
Iraqi  theses and dissertations that specialized in the
transformational generative theory. Hence, the current study is
limited to examining Iraqi theses and dissertations that referred to
the Chomsky’s influence by Arabic grammar, explicitly or
implicitly. Arguments and evidence of those who make this claim
are examined, in addition to trying to uncover the motives behind
this claim. Is it scientific? Or driven by other factors? All of this
Is based on evidence.

Keywords: Chomsky, Arabic grammar, Generative Theory.
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Warmest Greetings Mr. Noam Chomsky | 3

am writing to you in the hope to receive

s ov Chomsky, Noam - ...

Pleased to learn about your work.

The fairy tale that you report traces back to
an interview with an Arab scholar some
years ago in which | happened to mention
that | studied Arabic in college, and took a
seminar (in which | was the only student)
in which | read some Sibawayh.

There's no detectable influence, I'm afraid.

From: cige s <kh.mh2612@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, October 2, 2021 4:14 AM
To: Chomsky, Noam - (noamchomsky)
<noamchomsky@arizona.edu>

Subject: [EXT]Ph.D researcher seek of
Academic help
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P Gl Agh gl

(=]
<khalid.hamad@uomosul.edu.ig> ) e plla a4 JS U O M

Seeking help for a PhD Research
2 Jilu )l sxe

U= 12:08 42023 Jod 11 <kalid.20ehp183@student.uomosul.edu.iq> Al 2aa e siga B4
noamchomsky@email.arizona.edu :/!

Good evening Mr. Chomsky.
| am writing to you in hope to get an answer for a concern | had while doing my PhD research.

Generally, in modern linguistics, we do not find references to the linguistic Arabic heritage, although many of what the
arabs mentioned is similar to what is found in modern linguistics. But, on the other side, we do find references to the
efforts of Indians, Greeks and others.

Does this action contradicts the science ethics ? or there are other reasons that made linguists don't turn to the
linguistic Arabic heritage ?

thank you so much in advance.

U= 6:36 4 2023 Jixi 11 <noamchomsky@arizona.edu> Chomsky, Noam - (noamchomsky)
<kalid.20ehp183@student.uomosul.edu.iq> o)l 2aa mlua iy D2

Unfamiliarity, | suppose.

I've sometimes referred to it. | actually studied some classical Arabic grammar -- Sibawayh, in Arabic --
75 years ago.

Noam Chomsky

From: )l 2ea mlla (5344 Ja <kalid.20ehp 183@student.uomosul.edu.ig>
Sent: Monday, April 10, 2023 2:08 PM

To: Chomsky, Noam - (noamchomsky) <noamchomsky@arizona.edu>
Subject: [EXT]Seeking help for a PhD Research

External Email
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