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Abstract
The motives for lamenting cities in Andalusian poetry were numerous and

varied, with the social motive being among the most significant factors that
revitalized this genre of poetry. This research aims to uncover the influence
of social life on the lamentation of cities in Andalusia, particularly from the
era of the Taifas to the end of Islamic rule. Social motives, in this context,
refer to external influences—factors that shape an individual’s behavior and
personality. The wars and strife of the time significantly impacted the lives
of Andalusian poets. Despite the turbulent social conditions, the lifestyle of
Andalusians often reflected a continuation of previous social customs, such
as the indulgence in wine and the enjoyment of female companionship.
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These elements played a dual role in society: they symbolized the height of
opulence, luxury, wealth, and elegance, while also contributing to the
weakening and eventual collapse of the state.

Andalusian poetry not only depicted the tragedies that befell these cities but
also portrayed society during times of prosperity and luxury. Andalusian
poets excelled in their artistic expression of gatherings centered around
drinking and amusement, vividly describing the joy and pleasure of these
events. They portrayed the bartenders and barmaids, the venues of these
gatherings—whether in bars, gardens, or orchards—and they skillfully
described the wine, its vessels, and cups.

Keywords: Andalusia, lamentations of cities, social motive
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