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Abstract 

The present book review introduces to the readers the main issues in the 

book, which are valuable to their educational goals. It helps to provide an 

objective evaluation of the contents of the book, its strengths and 

weaknesses, and explains how the book achieves its goals effectively. It 

critically presents an overview of this book, Michael McCarthy’s and 

Felicity O’Dell’s Academic Vocabulary in Use: Vocabulary reference and 

practice Self-study and classroom use. It is divided into units, sections, 

exercises and key answers, beside six reading texts; they all highlight the 

importance of contextual vocabulary to learners, scholars, and academics to 

achieve the appropriate way of writing and presenting texts in English. Due 

to the importance of the book, it can be recommended to be a teacher's guide 

to teaching essay writing at English departments. 
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مزاجعة نقذية لكتاب "استخذام المفزدات الأكاديمية: مزجع المفزدات وتطبيقات 

 الذراسة الذاتية واستخذام المفزدات داخل الصف"

 دلال يُزس فشجو. يشاجعت: 

 كهٍت انتشبٍت نهعهٕو الإَساٍَت /  انًٕصمجايعت 

 قسى انهغت الاَكهٍضٌت

dalalmunther.f@uomosul.edu.iq  

 ذانشئٍسٍت فً انكتاب، ٔانتً تع تقذو يشاجعت انكتاب انذانٍت نهقشاء انقضاٌاالخلاصة: 

فً فً تقذٌى تقٍٍى يٕضٕعً  ْزِ انًشاجعت ساعذتراث قًٍت لأْذافٓى انتعهًٍٍت. 

ٕضخ كٍفٍت تذقٍق انكتاب لأْذافّ تانقٕة ٔانضعف فٍّ، ٔ يٕاضعٔ ،يذتٌٕاث انكتاب

بشكم َقذي َظشة عايت عهى ْزا انكتاب، انًفشداث  تطشح ْزِ انًشاجعتال. بشكم فع  

 ٍهٍسٍتً أٔدٌمياٌكم يكاسثً ٔف فً ْزا انكتاب انًؤنف يٍ قبم الأكادًٌٍت انًستخذيت

. "يشجع انًفشداث ٔيًاسست انذساست انزاتٍت ٔاستخذاو انفصٕل انذساسٍت"بـٔانًٕسٕو 

ستت َصٕص  فضلا عٍسٌٍ ٔإجاباث سئٍسٍت، هى ٔدذاث ٔأقساو ٔتًاع ٕصعتي ًْٔ

انضٕء عهى أًٍْت انًفشداث انسٍاقٍت نهًتعهًٍٍ ْزِ الأجضاء تسهط   .قشاءةيخصصت نه

ٔعشض انُصٕص بانهغت  ،نتذقٍق انطشٌقت انًُاسبت نكتابت ،ٍٍٔانبادثٍٍ ٔالأكادًٌٍ

تذسٌس كتابت فً  نهًعهى ًٍت انكتاب، ٌٕصى بأٌ ٌكٌٕ دنٍلا  ا  لأْالإَجهٍضٌت. َٔظش  

 انًقالاث فً أقساو انهغت الإَجهٍضٌت.

انذساست  ، نًشاجعتً ، اانفصم انذساس ,نًفشداث الأكادًٌٍتا الكلمات الافتتاحية:

 .انزاتٍت

 

This critical review is concerned with Michael McCarthy's 

and Felicity O’Dell's book, "Academic Vocabulary in Use: 

Vocabulary reference and practice Self-study and classroom use". 

It aims to review four issues related to the book: corpus of data of 

the book, its contents, its strengths, and its weaknesses. Besides, it 

overviews the following points: authors' academic career, their 

approach to the academic vocabularies, and their conception of 

these vocabularies. It is also concluded by a summary of the 

issues and points presented in the review. 

Michael McCarthy's and Felicity O’Dell's book tackles the 

use of academic vocabulary. Michael McCarthy has the position 
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of an Emeritus Professor specialized in Applied Linguistics at the 

University of Nottingham, UK, and is well-known for his 

expertise in the teaching and learning of grammar and vocabulary. 

He is also co-author of Cambridge Grammar of English and the 

English Vocabulary in Use series for elementary, upper-

intermediate and advanced levels. He has written many useful 

books for teachers, including "From Corpus to Classroom" and 

"Spoken Language and Applied Linguistics". As for Dr. Felicity 

O'Dell is a part-time teacher at the University of London's 

Institute of Education, co-running an online education and 

training course. She also serves as Chair of the CAE Writing 

Paper and Listening Paper Committees for the Cambridge Young 

Learners examinations. 

The fields of the book contain vocabulary reference, self-

study exercises, and use in the classroom. The book aims to guide 

students, learners, scholars, and academics to the appropriate way 

of writing and presenting texts in English. The academic 

vocabulary explained in this book has been selected from 

language approved Cambridge's International Corpus of Written 

and Spoken English, as well as the CANCODE Corpus of Spoken 

English developed at the University of Nottingham in 

collaboration with Cambridge University Press. These rich 

collections consist of a range of written and spoken works at 

academic level, helping to define language that is distinctive in 

academic contexts. 

Significantly, the book also utilized the Cambridge 

Learners Corpus, a collection of greater than sixty million words 

of works borrowed from hundreds of thousands of texts submitted 

by students sitting Cambridge English tests around the world. 

Through this corpus, the authors were capable to understand the 

types of mistakes students were committing, such as students’ 
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mistakes in IELTS exam. In planning this book, authors 

considerably utilized Averil Coxhead’s text on developing 

academic word lists. 

The book falls into fifty units, each unit falls into two 

pages. The left page introduces the vocabulary in the academic 

level that is focused on in the unit. Words and expressions are 

contextually presented with and, if appropriate, notes on the 

meaning and use of the words attached. The right page scrutinizes 

the learner’s understanding of the information presented on the 

previous page, by presenting a collection of exercises to 

accomplish.  

All the units are structured into many sections. Beginning 

with a unit entitled “Before you start”, the authors highly advice 

"the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary", as it involves 

the same type of information … to understand and employ 

English vocabulary" (McCarthy and Felicity O’Dell, 2016: 8). 

They state that learners of English need a specialist dictionary 

related to their own field of study as well (Ibid). They resume that 

the teacher may also recommend other dictionaries that suit their 

learners' needs (Ibid). The first section covers nine units that 

highlight the elementary aspects of academic vocabulary, such as 

distinctive features, main verbs, and key quantitative expressions. 

Section two contains 8 units devoted to typical word 

combinations in academic language. Section three consists of 6 

units that focus on aspects of life in academic institutions. Section 

four presents 4 units that address aspects of scheming and starting 

work, while section five contains 5 units related to the process of 

thinking and interaction. Section six covers 6 units that deal with 

ways to express different concepts, such as numbers, time and 

cause and effect. As for section seven, it has 12 units assessing 

the sides of organization as well as the introduction of ideas. 
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At its end, there exist in the book six reading texts related 

to various academic registers, with exercises that are grounded in 

the vocabulary found in these texts. The authors recommend 

learners to read the texts beside doing the exercises even though 

they are related to an academic topic which may be completely 

different from their field of study.  

The book has five reference sections relating to a range of 

key topics, making it easy for learners to access lists of items that 

are not fully presented in the main part of the book, such as the 

informal and formal academic expressions and words, common 

units of symbols and measurement, numbers, American and 

British academic terms, and difference in word formation and 

spelling. The authors argue that these reference sections give 

learners the opportunity to provide additional examples from their 

own experiences. Finally, the book provides the main answers to 

all the exercises, as well as an index containing all the main 

words and expressions, referring to the units in which they are 

found. The phonemic system used in the book is the one adopted 

in standard British English. 

In fact, the book deals with a type of vocabulary used in 

academic contexts regardless of the specialty of the learner. 

Hence, it covers words and expressions such as concept, theory 

and conclusion, without being restricted to field-specific 

vocabulary such as anatomy or physics.  The book considers 

specialized terminology easy to learn, as it is taught and explained 

during the subject study, which may sometimes resemble English 

language and the language of the learners. However, general 

vocabulary is more used to explain ideas, research, talk and write 

about academic work, and learners must adapt to it to feel relaxed 

in the academic level. Although this general vocabulary is more 
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common than specialized terms, they often seem more difficult to 

learn. Therefore, the book conceive dealing with this vocabulary 

in the systematic manner proposed in the book (McCarthy and 

Felicity O’Dell, 2016: 6). The units of the book concentrate on 

vocabulary that are basic for the learner wherever he studies or 

where he may intend to study in the future.  

Words for describing people and the ones for describing 

places show differences from each other and these differences are 

given attention in Unit 19 of the book. Reference sections 3 and 4 

also draw attention to some vocabulary and spelling differences. 

With the exception of quoted texts using American spellings, 

British English spelling conventions are used in the units of the 

book. The authors assert that much of the vocabularies used in the 

book are featured by neutrality in the sense that they are equally 

appropriate in both written and oral contexts (Ibid). They resume 

that these instances are referred to in which a particular word is so 

exaggerated that it is not suitable for use in conversation, or so 

exaggerated that it is not suitable for use in academic writing 

(Ibid).      

The book has its points of strength. They help to open up 

new ways of understanding the use of vocabularies in academic 

contexts. The book is significant to anyone who aims to learn 

English, as it addresses English as a language employed in written 

texts such as course books and scientific articles, and also 

includes spoken English in lectures and seminars. Its vocabularies 

are also utilized by students at the university or college level, 

covering subjects related to the academic field. It is especially 

fruitful to students preparing to take exams such as IELTS, the 

Pearson Academic Test, or any other exam aiming to assess 

English language skills at an advanced level for study at an 

institution that uses English as a means of instruction. 
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Furthermore, the book assists people who are required to attend or 

deliver lectures as well as participating in international 

conferences, and enables students who prepare to do assignments 

or write dissertations in English to be done in a convenient way. It 

fulfills the learners’ need of writing English appropriately. 

Yet, the book has its points of weakness. Due to its 

restriction to the use of academic vocabularies, the functional side 

of these vocabularies is not given its worth in all the sections of 

the book. This side has its cohesive and coherent relationships in 

texts, whose roles cannot be ignored in the study of vocabulary. 

The authors' focus on the academic context and classroom use has 

not taken into consideration the creative element of writing, 

which is not restrained by the academic context and classroom 

use. Furthermore, the book confinement to the six reading texts at 

its end has not sufficiently surveyed writing the academic 

vocabulary in the different disciplines. 

To conclude, this review critically treats Michael 

McCarthy's and Felicity O’Dell's book, "Academic Vocabulary in 

Use: Vocabulary reference and practice Self-study and classroom 

use". Its purpose is the reviewing of four issues relating to the 

book: corpus of data of the book, its contents, its points of 

strength, and its points of weakness. It also overviews the other 

points: authors' academic career, their approach to the academic 

vocabulary, and their conception of these vocabulary. Thus, due 

to the significance of this book in improving students' proficiency 

in academic writing on the grammatical and stylistic levels, the 

reviewer recommends to assign the book to be a teacher's guide to 

teaching essay writing at the departments of English in both the 

College of Education for Humanities and the College of Arts in 

Mosul University in the future. 
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